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“The Stony Brook Minaret” is dedi-
cated to expressing the wiews, con-
cems, and ideas of Muslims living in
America and especially in the Stony
Brook community. | seeks o pro-
moie and achiewe commumity em-
powerment and the global success of
Muslims by mstilling the Uimmah with
the spirt of Worship, the love of Allah
(SWT) and the example of Muham-
mad [SAWS). It also serves o cor-
rect the mainsiream media’s misin-
formation about lslam and Muslims
and fo prowvide non-Muslms with
accurate information about Islam.

The views expressed in letiers, arti-
cles, carioons, and advertisements.
do not necessarly reflect those of
The Stony Brook Minaret sfaff, or the

Muslim Students Association
Stony Brook University_

at

Mote: We have decided o include
Arabic du'as & the name of Allah in
this issue of the Minaret, so please
treat this newsletter with due respect.
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State of the MSA

Sumaiya lgb&lsa Treasurer

As the year draws to a close, itbds time to
praise is due to Allah), this semester was a pretty good one for the MSA. From iftars in Au-
gust to Jeopardy in December, webve had a
as a community. The latter is extremely important now, when the Muslim community needs

to stand up and present a face to the world that, as Haroon Moghul said in the Islamophobia
event, makes Islam cool again (or at the very least, not a mysterious and frightening entity
lurking on the outskirts of society).

Our roles and actions in the MSA, in addition to our actions around the university, are step-
ping stones to providing such a model of Islam to society at large. Become an active member
of the MSA® attend and promote our events, aid others through our community service com-
mittee, and speak up at the general body meetings with any ideas or thoughts you have. Invite

your friends and acquaintances if you can,
sports nights.

Donét forget that the MSA (and the balcony
Mi naret writer said, dadwadhtibsnaboabooturha

Khushbakht Chaudharygthers in every moment of our lives, so make those moments count. Help out a classmate whc

has a question, and smile when you hold the door for the person behind you. Join other clubs
and attend their events. You could help the Campus Involvement Project liven up campus, or
fulfill our obligation as Muslims to take care of the earth with the Environmental Club. This
campus is a treasure trove of groipsu just have to find one you like (not hard with 300+

of them) and follow Br. Hussainbs advice f
come the best. Making Muslims visible as leaders on campus is a critical step in making Is-
lam respected rather than reviled.

I wish you all the best with your finals and papers and hope that you have a fantastic winter
break, I nshadAll ah!




A Message From
Our Chaplain

Asalaamu Alaikum, families and also with your Muslim community, After all, we are a fam-
ily, too. Make sure you connect and give glad tidings to everyone, even
I hope you have had a blessed and successful past semester. those with whom you disagree It is a great form of jihad ul nafs

We began this semester in the last part of the holy month of Ramadéstruggle against the self).

we sharedblessed moments whilst breaking our fasts together and Allah

has been gracious enough to have blessed us with the ability to shalgtehas made us one community and | want to remind you that we

bounty of having a wonderful Muslim community on Campus. Theses houl d not judge one another. We s

past few months, we held some very successful programsandmany | aha 111 a All aho and | et All ah be

even engaged the entire campus commuriite Fast-Thon, Islamo- another except in terms of piety. Trust thastice comes at the hands of

phobia In God We Trust, along with the annual Festival of Lights wefel | a h . He i s " altheQugeamddhe dust.dVhéngdu A d

just some of this past semest e judgsyolrfeltpw brathgriotsister, yBiunay think that you agevserving s = w

have been possible without the wonderful MSA student body and anfdladp but you are in fact oppressing others acting out of the arrogance of

them some special individuals | would like to thank: Nabiha, Sumaiygour nafs, just as Iblees did. Check your intentions because you will be

Arslan, Zain, Mariam, Nazia, Mubeen, Roman, Mohamed, Adil, Ali, held accountable for them. If you feel sad, find people who are in need

Khush, Farooq, Ahmed, Ammar, Steve, Nagi and my sons, Yaseen ahdssistance and help them for the sake of Alan s ha dé Al | ah t h

Hysem , There are others who | would also like to thank: those who tirerease you and make you feel very haipp. n 6t | et Whayt a

lessly worked on the crescent, those gracious and dedicated studeat® gr y or sad, i f vy owhatdas beien writtee for wh a

who always came, attendeathd participated in the campus life time  you will come and will come from Allah.

general bodyneetingsand those who have contributed in any way to

this community. Enjoy your time off by visiting places of nature and contemplate the
amazing universe that Allah has created. Use the time to remember Allah

Alhamdulillah, I am very blessed that Allah allowed me to serve Himdnd make dhikr and be regular in your prayers.

serving our community. | pray that | have served you well and pray that

you will achieve every success in this life and the Hereafter. Please fa-a world with such fitna, turbulation and many misconceptions about

membeme in your prayers as | will remember you. There are so maistam and Muslims,| urge you all to understand that you are in a posi-

blessings, that Allah has given us and they are truly innumeooes t i on t o make daodwah. You are the b
will never truly be able to count the blessings that Allah has bestowekindly and gently educate people about who you are and what our faith
upon this community. entails. You may be somedsdast chance to get a good understanding

of our community so that they may understand who Muslims are and
Rejoice in the blessings of family and especially honor your paifents what their true beliefs entail. It is not about prostelyzation. It is about
they are with you, treasure them. If they have passed on, be rightebudiding a bridge of undrestanding between you and others who do not
and pray for themit is surely the best gift you can give them . Remenknow about Islam or have misconceptions about what Islam is. Listen to
ber that Paradise is under the feet of your mother. them and understand but do the best you can to clarify this deen and give
the best of what dial oguaevite(@lpto of f e
As Allah has told uswhen the son of Adam dies, there are three thindsh e Way of thy Lord with wisdom an

that remain to intercede for him/her: and as sucbur Prophet (SAWS) was gentle when he dealt with others.
1) Sadaqah JaariyaA continuous charity that remains after
he/she dies; For those who do not know, we just entered the beginning of a new year

2) Knowledge that he/she taught and benefited people; in our calendarthe year 1432 AH. It was 1,432 years ago that Prophet
and 3) A son or daught er t Mehammad(SANSpmigsatedfrom Menca kodviedind and estalllished h i
or her parents. the first Islamic state. | pray that this year will be a blessed year for all
the Muslims around the world. May Allah forgive all His servants and
In addition, the Prophet (SAWS) highly emphasized maintaining fam#ignd blessings to those who will bring peace and prosperity to all hu-
relations:Narrated Abu~AyyubAl-Ansari: A man said, "O Allah's manity.
Apostl e! Inform me of a deed which wild!l make me enter Paradise.
[Muhammad] said [to him], (In order to enter Paradise) you should wieinally, | ask Allah t&ala to bring us close to the deeds that will save us
ship Allah and join none in worship with Him: You should offer prayeos the Day of Judgment and allow us to enter Jannah and to protect us
perfectly, give obligatory charitZéka), and keep good relations with from the fires of Jahanam. And of course, | pray that you all succeed in
your kith and kin.'[Bukhari] your studies and work and are able to attain good grades and even 4.0
GPAs. Ameen.
Family is very importantfind time to connect with your siblings and Asalaamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu,
spend time in doing good dee@® maintain the relationship with your Sister Sanaa Nadim
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zakat

Edi tor s Not]le

By Khushbakht Chaudhary

| think | 611 cut the whol e, f
Why am | taking all these cl asses
studying, disconnect from friends
stretch, kids. End this semester strong!

I would like to take this opportunity to capture a final moment this semester to thank my wonderful wonderful WONDER
Mi naret staff. Al hamdul il l ah, |1 6ve been Dbl essed wi thhdour a
downs, but Alhamdulillah, we had a successful semester with a student newsletter which has evolved into a progresditiedioghin o
from one writerd6s pen to another. |l 6ve had the pl eMaaningfue
relationships have become stronger, and surprising, new ones were formed, which | hold very close to my heart. | émreitheandm
passion each and every individual shares in writing nmeswhchi
allow for us to understand one another more so as individuals than any other form of artistic expression. And so,fthastiayiog you
words with me.

Aside from the semester ending and my brief farewell to my Minaret staff and MSA for otdeselived winter break, it is als
that time of the year where we find ourselves scrapping together bits and pieces of our resolutionshe peafextesolutioni accom-
modating all your hopes for the upcoming year. Y o wbout thengéed
things that happened, and the-sotgreat things. Maybe you hurt someone, or maybe someone has hurt you. You probablyveould
donethatd i f f erentl y, or may this Whaeuer isihtioausticlsinéyaur nfinal, it & a haskrthat makes only a tic
presence in your past, no matter how wonder ful or hdsthe ge
value in itself. We can be both, good and 6baddé ( whertheborder
of the old and new and begin another full year. No oneds

I candét say that this was the best year of my | iafurethée o
moments from years past and present to really make an accurate calculation as to how the present is. | would singflymen dut
think this time -anauypdi hgl Aasséé ahé puperl et my haawithtallthe e

Oh itdés that ti me of t he
? FI NALS! AAAH! 0 thepaperk,i
, et c. We 6r e al | Itbosn tthhee

static rationality discouraged and simply saying what needs t
ltds always just assumed that we all want to remaramd ofpr g
dear to their hearts. Make it different this yepars.onaSt & @ veogii
wi || |l ose _ post holiday season weight, o resolrunotti,onist.6 Byeoct
anyway because mum and pop arenébét paying the tuiti owmdonitf Itjhsatt
that weight because nowadays, alterations are way too expensive.
Generalizing a promise to one self doesnd6t have t oproteef] ent
your intention of helping yourself and others in the greater sense of humanity. Expand to the larger lot of things sefdmpimraiin on
self and for the hearts of others. Promi se t o bebropghttoyas tflo on
yesterday and the other, years ago. Promise to learn to love others for their good deeds and bad. Believe tHaeitasyadissirmin-
arm, hanein-hand, with someone you once mistrusted or another who may have wronged you.
Ités not about the borrowing or stealing of anot heAldotshowegol!l lud
always in a state of reflectidnwhether it be about a conversation | had with X yesterday or a conversation | had with Y aretK ago,
or maybe what | probably shouldnét have eaten two brooihasngalgo,

taken five minutes out of my day to grab coffeeght around this time of the year, | find myself nostalgic as | move faattefarther
away from an opportunity that | should have, could have. And move closer to one that | can and | will. You know hoaygheatw
ot hers say, fAmind over mattero? You can use your donédentltsayifn t h
that | feel what | feel. Itis what it is.

| often find myself telling friends, family and colleagues that no one other person can ever understand what lies utgern

surface of things. Your happiness is yours, and your pain is yours. Perhaps the fact that your sentiment is uniqueraryd meve | sec
|l eaves us to discover that remote, desol ate f eel ntm Yaybefyousag i t u
handle losing a loved one, and the kid sitting next to you in a sinc site, typing furiously away at a paper that wasulag@niould
freeze at the sound of it. Cry at the sight of it. In every action there is a good and there is a bad. And thisgbesfgr§ t o o . We
petrified of, finazar . o Oh , the treacherous evi l SybeanAllah,| dono
Il nshAIl |l ah, MashAIl Il ah, o as much as | do now. T h a n k| hgppens, andVjS A .
we al |l run into tough situations. The power of t hlowestobWel)s si n
say things that we never meant to say. We do things that we never meant to do. We hurt others and ourselves.

Greet this upcoming year with an open mind and open heart. Try something new. Allow yourself to take two steps forvjard into

a relationship that may surprise yowhether it be with your little brother, teenage sister, odd neighbor, estranged fridtldho When
the clock strikes 12, take a step outside and hold your arms open and embra€e ¢hélzthd welcome the world and possibility for a
thing. You o6l | ifadietbfredundeuyour cheeks, asseallingtinhyour heart-arsdream at the top of yo lungs!
Youdl |l fall in | ove. Okay, dondét I|iterally scream.

Happy holidays and happy new year to my beautiful brothers and sisters, who, even if | drop a joke or two upon youd hefgds, an
make fun of the way a brother walks with his O6cool inyheastargigfer o
walk with you armin-arm and heart bursting of light, life and laughter. Forgive and forget. Love.
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OAshura: Taking Ad

A message from SBU Dawah Committee

Praise be to Allah.

with Allah is twelve months (in a year), so was it ordained by Allah on the Day when He created the
and the earth; of them four are Sacred (i.e. the 1st, the 7th, the 11th and the 12th months). That is th
l igion, so wrong not -Tawbahr9sS8®| ves thereino. (Su

Allah's words:"... so wrong not yourselves therein .m&an do not wrong yourselves (by sinnimg)
these sacred months, because sins in these months are worse than in othe hegtkeat muffasir
(Qurdédanilchre xehArtay (RA) said, Athis phrase re
out and made sacred, so that sins in these mg

It was proven from the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) that the best fasting after
is fasting in the month of Muharram. It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah said: The Messenger of Allah
and bl essi ngs Thebestfasing aftei Rajpadan & the month of Allah, Muharram, and
the best prayer after the o®ahihMualitnjoBugne also enysekeep in
mind, theProphet (peace and blessings be upon him) did not fast any month in full besides Rama-
dan,therefore we arencouraged to fast much during Muharram, but not the whole month.

At the very leastiry to fast on the day of Ashura (10 Muharram) and a day beforelt is the Sun-
nah of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to fast on the 9th and 10th of Muharram. Whe
the Hijrah [emigration] to Medina, he found o
brance of how Allah savd@rophet Musa (pbuh) and the Children of Israel from Pharoah and Eneny.
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) admired their tradition ard saicloser to Musa than you
a r eso hefasted and instructed his Companions to do so as well..

Later, before the end of his life, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) ordered the M
fast an additional day, either the @h11", in order to be distinct from the established Jewish practice. T
it is recommended to fast on both the 9th and 10th of MuhaRaamg ar di ng &6 As hur a,
Nawawisaidiil| t expi ates for al/l mi nor Sins, i . e. ,

This year, 6Ashur &, 2018, kdpkasefast ob the'l@nddd'r 1 6
We must seize the opportunity of these blessed days and try our best to get as much reward in them
ble.

The month of Muharram is the first month and one of the four sacred months of the Islamic calgndar,
and it is one of the four sacrediViemitlhy, timhe tffhem

avens
right r
rah

n hem
ut

uslims
hus,
t he
j t
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Stony Brook Minaret



Dear Diary
By Nabiha Zakir

AMay He grant them and their families shi
and allow us to always be remin

Sunday, May 9" 2010 Mo t h e r )612 yeBralg Nabil Zakir Seeing Nabil in pain, and not knowing what to do was very nerve
was admitted to the hospital for abdominal pain. CATand MRwr ac ki ng. dnythingmiltcdhn éhti ndo | coul d
scans revealed what he cal | aiohlawh bedalsa al bf hib 150 dhitéhesiwouldhurtsl hdted feed-r .

ing so helpless. The only thing | could really do was pray. Pray
Tuesday, May 11" Doctors told the family of Nabil thatthis f or hi s heal th, for my mother
Abl ack bl obd was a tumor . S outdfthiswctorioas, stromgrand/ciosest@Allah thanbefoyer  t
scheduled for Thursday.

0 s
o}

On Thursday, May 20", Nabil was released from the hospital on
Thursday, May 13" Mot her 6s a mess . LUdrgislre onydo gastraightdosthe Slbad GanaercCenter in
allowed to be a mess. Har | em, NY. He didndt even come
dulillah finished!) his first treatment of rigorous chemotherapy
Midnight: Nabil comes out of surgery with success, Alhamdulithich has already made him partially bald.
| ah! Heds brought to the 1 CU. When his mother hears, she r

the ICU only to faint upon seeing his condition. Today, Although the chemotherapy sessions are going well, |
candt help but think what wil/|

Midnight and some: Nabil has cancer. Cancer. Cancer. forever cured? Will the cancerous cells come back? If they come
back, how long will it takea month? A year? 50 years?

Friday, May 14" Ear |y hours of the night, l 6m running from the

Pediatric ICU to be with Nabil, to the Adult Emergency Room ka@an never really knowall this is in the hands of Allah and till

calm down the almodmpossibleto-calmdown mother, to the then, all | can say is Alhamdulillah. Alhamdulillah, Alhamdulil-
waiting room where there were hordes of family coming in. Hdah, Alhamdulillah. How can | properly express my gratitude? |
can one pay attention to all these things when little Ngbilng had a wakeup calho; my entire family had a wakeup call. This

andhealthyNabil- has cancer?! life d o e dast fottever. It can end in an instant or it can slowly
take you away. And whods to say
Monday, May 17": Na b i | can finally eiag talgemimi.r cHeed sofstliilfle .aslktithsgy b o

for epidural shotsgiven through his spinal cortivice an hour. ready?Are we ready We need to learn not to take life for

Even though hebds getting a gegulad. dbsédgeneveourbBoto. pl ay
Candét sl eep.

Tuesday, May 18': Meeting with Dr. Fish. Nabil has To me my brother has been given a second chance. He can live
Aundi fferent i adraretypk of vaacer fosiral r tislife avibh thankfulness, and inshaAllah | can live mine in the
mainly in pediatric patients. The tumor is out, the cancerous cedlme fashionbeing thankful for Allah, for life, for His blessings

are still in. Prognosis? Only Allah knows. and also for my little hero teaching me these precious lessons in

I missed my final. shukr.

Wednesday, May 18 Nabil is healing faster than most. He caviay Allah (swt) heal Nabil, and all cancer patients from their

wal k on his own agai n! Gr a n tilement quitkly and simodehdy. May He grant thetnsand dheir7fami- y e

man. |l ies shifbda. May He grant wus pe
allow us to always be reminded of Him. May He allow us to

My name is Nabiha Zakir and | am the eldest sister of Nabil serve him as humble and thankful servants. May He forever keep

Zakir. Not long ago, my baby brother was diagnosed with canasrclose to Him and InshaAllah never let us go. Allahumma

SubhanAllah | never thought that my little brother would ever gateen.

sick so severely, so fast and so early in life. -Nabiha Zakir
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My First Year as a Muslim
By Krystal DeJesus

On December 5, 2009 | did some+rials with my family and them expecting I have had more struggles with my
thing | never thought | would dol gotup  me to leave Islam because they took this own brothers and sisters in Islam than with
in front of a room filled with peopleand Mu sl i m6s behavi or anenMusligseandeahis avhs cavtaindy lari eye
took my shahada declaring my faith in no mentality, which of course isnotthe caseatpeni ng experi ence. I 6
god but Allah and Muhammad (SAW)as a | | . | 6ve had pamp hproach me wWitlesorhe ofthe masyperglexing  a

His final Prophet and Messenger. The megwnverting to Christianity, conversations questions and bring up some of the most
ory brings tears to my eyes as | can remerabout Islam and countless questions on hamimportant issues for a new Muslim to
ber how at ease my heart and mind were disd situation affected my faith, from my  worry about, such as changing my name,

said those few words. | had never felt so family. This little spat of racismwas diffi- cover i ng my feet, what
right about anything in my life and in the cult for me at first but it never made me ing or even saying salaam to the brothers or
few months that | had seriously researchethink twice about Islarii | only prayedand not . As a great schol a

Islam prior to my shahada all | could keep still do pray for that Muslim that Allah operMuslim community has good intentions but
thinking was, fWherhei shahse arhti sa rbde emmi nndy. they lack taenbyeadth,i dapth and iexperiéneed A |

whole |ife?d Al hamdiutl ihnasahbeeAn |parho ogfuitdoe dmkyn of va nhi dwy ttoh aptr ofipKerryls
me to Islam and Alhamdulillah I finaly The Musl i md i s not Adhamdaligah Allahyhasmade me strong in

opened my eyes to this beautiful Deen aft&/hen it comes to culture, it was one of mymy faith but I still struggled with these very
so many years of it crossing my path in liffew main concerns when | was in the procminor issues when | could have and should

In this past year, | have experi- ess of comi ng t o | shaw been feusitg note 6rsthe smipartant s ¢
enced some struggles but countless blessthing | worry about. In my first few monthsmatters, such as salaat or reading the
ings. | have had some of the most interestas a Muslim | felt like | hadto leavemy Qur 6an. When was the |
ing conversations about God, life and religeulture completely, and there were many someone how they were doing with waking
ion with family, friends and random peoplee hi ngs | di dndt | i kfer Fard Orpifttheynaedad hetp/withriearn-i ¢ a

I didndt even Kknow.culare gripritodslam anthledid hobtakengaiing Bajweed or even if they wanted to work
source but I am no worthy source for themin them, such as pig roasts, dancing,alcoon me mor i zi ng Qur édan?

to be seeking answers fromand yetAllahh ol , or even t he manioer orwhdtis sdstiingportard dndiime o f
continues to put these people inmylife, buy, buyodo i n Amer i cpaowethese aspexts of our deen first.
alhamdulillah, Allah knows best. So when | became Muslim it was- | love my brothers and sisters all

When it comes to my family,the n6t t oo much of a caround the veorldsatdd sh&re atbond with u n t
struggles | can count on one hand, alham-other Muslims started implyingthat lwould hem t hat i s so beaut.i

dulillah. Although they were skeptical at not be able to go to family gatherings if When someone says salaam to me | feel a

first and some of their remarks made me alcohol, music and dancing were present,oronnecti on to t hat per
feel detached from them for a bit, my con-that going to see family on ndviuslim feel all happyinsidéi t 6s | i ke my
tinuous prayers and strength from Allah  holidays, such as Thanksgiving and Christsmiling. | thank Allah for the wonderful

(swt) kept me persistent in being with and mas, were haraam or even that places likecommunity at Stony Brook and giving me

around my family even more so than in thPuerto Rico or Cubawh er e my fthe bppatuniyto form a relationship with
past. Honestly, | dfandlyobginateshvera placds Mushms s sopnwasy svondelrfud sisters and for the al-

to be any closer to my already extremely should avoid visiting. wayshelpful brothers as well. Sometimes
closeknit/typical protective Latino family, I could not imagine leaving my  being a new Muslim can be a challenge for

but Allah really does provide in ways we family or my culture. Islam is first and | amthe new Muslim and the community but

cannot imagine. a Muslim before | 6 mhamiylitatlihavgbeenlblessedto berad Al
My family still struggles at times lah is my first priority but my family is rightpart of such a great community.

especially with me wearing hijabbut they after that and along with my family comes One year |l ater | r
have seen my solid grounding in my faith my culture. | see no reason why | cannot like such a new Muslim anymore but my

and how their blows or even the blows frorstill be a Latina American and a Muslim. | deep love for Allah (swt) is still strong in

my fellow Muslims have notswayedme dondét have to be momydeakhandlboye toraminisce ofthattimeo r
one bit. Recently | dealt with some preju- Afghani to be Muslim and adhere to an Is-one year ago when | was discovering every-

dice from a fellow Muslim for my being of lamic lifestyle. So | play the bongos insteathing | had been missing in my life. | pray

the Awestern wor | dooftleiduffeor predet myrike/ovenvwalkingthat illah (swt) give me the means to con-

My family was fully aware of thewhole or pants rat her t h atinuetolearkabautthe deen aad thay lde, wh
scenario and it upset them quite abitbe-t he bi g deal ? Just heleal empbsothers andssters undelstang n - ¢

cause it hurt me but also because theysawidt necessari |l y me alslamiforvéhat it tiiuly B and mag Heguiden d
as insult to the family and our culture. oneds personal pr e fus alandbtealp usdomewclbsariodHim. b e ¢ o n
After that situation | went through some a fatwa. Ameen.
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5294191&id=513901730
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5294191&id=513901730
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5294191&id=513901730
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5480858&id=513901730
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5480859&id=513901730
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To Be Continued...




