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EditorsnChief  Giata of the MSA

Khushbakht Chaudhary Nabiha ZakiMsa President
Assalamu alaykum wa rahmatAllah my dear brothers and sisters
Ed|t0rs SubhanAllah. This State of the MSA is probably the hardeshawe ever written.
Knowing it is my last makes it difficult to clearly express everything that comes rushing through
my head. It 6s -®& bueno daubt hase thag joupneylbeen raoye than amaz-
Sumaiya Igbal ing. Allah has blessed me with a community unlike any other. Of course the female president has

Nazia Rahman to get all corny and mushy, but | mean it!
Arslan Rahman
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Sarah Rooney Before coming to Stony Brook, | was not in the best place | could have been in my deen.
Yousra Yusuf | wore hijab, sure, but if you tested my knowledge on Islam, or even if | prayed all five daily
Mariam Shareef prayers, | would give you an answer that would embarrass me and probably embarrass you on my
Sckamm Farooq Zafar  behalf. ButsubhanAllahd i dné6t go to the college | had wa
- Nabiha Zakir Brook. Allah knows best why | ended here, and I think | can vouch for at least some of that wis-
E dom.
‘”. .
E erte rs This MSA has allowed me to grow. It helped me introduce my deen into my heart, and
then into all aspects of my life. (Credit to that partly goes to Professor Chittick as well). I can
g Nabiha Zakir never pr_operly express my gratitude fpr what
ways be in my heart. Youdve turned this punk
= Tamoorilyas o2 Niah will maintain it
Oq? Tasnova Harun '
S ngggs\(zig&?b To all those graduatingnay Allah bless your journeys outside of Stony Brook and may
. He allow us to be part of the support system for this MSA for years to come. For the current stu-
€} AdamRanginwala  gents heretake advantage of this MSA! You will not see as big a group of Muslims in one place!
;\ Agsa Junaid Everything you have her¢he prayer room, a chaplain who is always there for you, and of course
Reem Zohny friends to help guide yeteverything is a blessing. Do not take it for granted and always be thank-

Mishal Riaz ful for it.
Farooq Zafar
And remember that this MSA is nothing without the members and their support. Having
Special thanksfor a position on the executive board does not m
Photography to: voicing your opinions and concerns help this MSA more than you know. Please do so and see how
Moiz Siddiqui and  this MSA flourishes as a community!
Ava Yousufi o
—T - —_— - If any of the incoming freshmen re#ids--then may Allah bless you with an even better
;Ei“l’;piﬁg”:p:rﬁez d;dn': path than | have taken. Discovering yourself and your deen is so beautifsh you find the best
cems, and ideas of Musims |-mii,.,g P people to spend that with, and help make this MSA an even better place than | have left it.
America and especially in the Stony
Brook community. It seeks to pro- I love this MSA dearly and | wish that you all take care of it for me. May Allah bless this
Ll S e Bl community with light and love for each other. May He allow this MSA to continue to be a means
ket et Dy whi ch people grow closer to Him, and may

ﬁr'::; ﬁﬁrls:?: ';1_"; "f::e of Jamh who need it most. May He shower His mercy and blessings upon you all.

(SWT) and the example of Muham- . ) L . )
mad (SAWS). It also serves o cor- May Allah allow us to reunite not just next year at the alumni dinner (inshaAllah!) but in

sl e LS LUl the best gathering in the highest levels of Jannah. Please keep me in your duas inshaAllah.
formation about Islam and Muslims

and fo prowvide non-Muslms with .
rate inf t5om about lslam. Take care, keep safe, and stay well inshaAllah.

Wassalamu alaykum wa rahmatAllahi wa barakatahu

The views expressed in letiers, arti-
cles, carioons, and advertisements.
do not necessarly reflect those of
The Stony Brook Minaret sfaff, or the
Muslim Shedents Association at
Stony Brook University_

Mote: We have decided fo inchede

Arabic du'as & the name of Allah in
this issue of the Minaret, so please
treat this newsletter with due respect.
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A Message From
Our Chaplain

Assalamu 6al ai kum wa rahmatu All ah wa barakatu,
Bismallah alrahman Alraheem,

We as the Muslim community on Campus condemn any violent acts committed by Muslims or in the name of Islam. Today's ehesgalje effects of current events
on our community on campus and in our nation. It is about the duty and our obligations to our neighbors and our feomecowttenever there is an unfortunate
event, our obligation to begin reaching out to everyone around us becomes more imperative than at any other time.dtbexspoesibility to build bridges again and
again. It is the most basic foundation of Islam to make people feel safe around Muslims.

Al Muslim min salam alnass min Aza: the Muslim is the one who people are safe from harm with him. We are not a schieophmenity, those of us who were born
and grew up in America, love and serve our nation everyday and show our gratitude by being model citizens.

Whether we agree with some of its policies or not, we are still citizens enjoying the blessings of God sent to us birbenmairMany families come from wéorn
countries or oppressive regimes, or places without opportunity, facing religious prosecution, and they come to AmbaterfliltaSo we struggle to build a future for
ourselves and our families. And because there is a future to be built, we must strive to protect it, sincerely. We railsbyeeang ungrateful to God and to this coun-
try and the people who we are sharing it with. Our faith completes others; our civilization is contributing to the pestesitd ef all nations.

We must not as members of the Muslim community forget the enormous responsibility we have as citizens of America ondm feeagldéaken a lot from her. We
must think of ways to give back and give back we will, in building bridges with our neighbors, in reaching out to tmehegmng with creating policies to unite all
people, in not giving up on the good and in not giving to the negativity of the Media or of those who have written (gaskxuawse for extremism. We must condone
all the good acts and services performed for the betterment of the society in which we live in and ensure that thiaéNlwsliof community will be a bright and
prosperous one.

This will be a generation of Muslims stepping up to the plate who are the new Muslim Americans willing to work on majsitgtieinfor the whole world. This gen-
eration will be working with other religious groups and traditions to make a difference around the world through scieaiitey add medicine, but most of all through
the art of making peace.

| am also asking our neighbors in the fidaslim community to trust those who have been among you for years. The Muslim y@athaour future doctors, engineers,
teachers and scholars. We live in the greatest and most forgiving place in the world. We have to continue to be Ameatanisave many misguided ones have
hijacked the microphone for a while. The goodness of the Muslim community and the Muslim youth and their contributisodietybas prevailed and will continue
to prevail because this is our beloved America.

Oh Muslims! Stop judging each other and start understanding your obligation to one another; don't let Shaytan divideMiusimsAl | ah t ad6al a has

united. Hold on to the rope of Allah and do not divide.

Let us learn how to be vicegerents on earth to bring forth the beauty of the attributes of God on earth, some of whitbwtetbass Prophets, such as Adab, Polite-
ness, Kindness, Generosity and Mercy.

Let us not be a society of backbiters, or hassadeen, or be arrogant about where we come from and who are our peoatewarbarsel of worship are and how much
knowledge we think we have acquired. Your loyalty should be to the acts of humbleness and humility, to the fact that@lBisas sed i s he who

pure heart. o

My beloved sons and daughters in Islam and in humanity, this last week we were commemorating the fist days of Zuddisjadth®bth of commemorating the
sacrifice and the test of Prophet Abraham. The sacrifice is a significant part of the holiday: '‘And every nation we apsadfidelotion that they might mention the
name of God on what He has given them of the cattle. So your God is one God, therefore to Him should you submit. Ardngive gothe humble believers whose
hearts tremble when Allah is mentioned and who are patient in their afflictions and who observe prayer and spend ovet ifevhah a s gi v e B5)t h e mo

And let us also rejoice with our brothers and sisters as they complete the pillar of Hajj. Blessed be all those whg tmgjiaskiass from Allah and seeking a new
beginning for us Muslims. It is essential to renew our faith by looking back at past mistakes and asking Allah's forgiveness.

Let us all together ask for Allah's forgiveness for our sins. May he protect us and have mercy on us.
May He bestow happiness on Muslims and around the world. May He look with grace and acceptance upon us all. May Hesamifigeour

To you the reader, may Allah open your heart by these words. May they penetrate through our egos and get them intd_oue lezegrt@nother in the sight of Allah
and serve one another for the sake of Allah.

The unity of our community will be a blessing only when the heart has been purified. Allah will not change a peoplesyileasdh of what is in themselves. None of
you believe unless you love for your brother what you love for yourself. Let us understand these words of the Prophet(sapejt them.

Let us feel the peace that comes from them and let us work on the peace that comes with them, and let us be the gleaed thathiem.
Allahum anta alsalam wa minka Alsalm tabarakat ya tha aljallilee wa walekram
May Allah bless us. Please forgive me and keep me in your prayers, for you are always in mine.
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A Word of Caution

n. . I i's said that the shield off a

' O The Prophet (saw) advised Muslims to speak what is good or keep silént and

to avoid speaking without knowledga.
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Graduates from college across the nation are going to be celebrating in just a few shaft
weeks. Families and friends are going to be throwing parties in honor of the years of hard

work the students put in to get their I p
reconsider my feelings and ask myself A w
point behind all that work?o

We canodot wait to finish high school an g
and start working. Then comes marriage| an
the end of your life chasing after a false and ephemeral happiness, unsatisfied and ou} of
time.

In the hadith of the martyr, scholar, and the rich man that are thrown in hell, Allah quegtions

each on their intentions. I n the case n
knowl edge and taught it, and read the |Qur.
have lied. You acquired knowledge so that people might call you a learned man. And [pe was
subsequently thrown into hell . o

Did | study to get into medical school and get married? Or did | do it because | genuingly
wanted to help people? Four years of our lives could be held as worthless in the eyes|of Allat
on the Day of Judgment simply because our intention was for the dunya and not the ghkirah.
If done for the sake of Allah, every step we take towards our classes is counted in ourffavor.
If done for the dunya, every step is as worthless as the dust we kick up under our shogs.

“LUOPSIANIO SPIOAN
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Qualities of the Muttageen

A message from SBU Dawah Committee

Race towards the Forgiveness from your Lord!

Allah says:
AfAnd hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as wjde a
-Surah Aali Imran 13
The word fASari o000 means to run towards somet hing. | ming aftér ¢his dunya @fi o u s
worldly life. As humans, it is natural to run towards things we are in need of. We think we need this world, so we rsnttancrdrget everything else. In th|s
ayah however, Allah says to run towards forgiveness instead because this is something we are truly in need of and tiesresaibhahould be racing towar
Al'l of us need to acknowledge that we are in need of All ahdds forgivlenes:
The second thing Allah tells us to race towards bhmttgense whoseelho a
cautious, afraid and careful. What are the qualities of these people of Tagwa? Allah goes on to describe them beheatidliiynimg ayaat.
First Quality
Allah continues:
AThose who spend give for the sake of Allah durin eas

-Surah Aali Imran 134

Spending here also includes spending energy and ti me arangd, (‘)nomthijtlvlsti nr

wealth, time, youth, energy, priority, and planning. It means sacrificing for the sake of Allah; losing and letting gthiothee love to get this attribute
Tagwa.

Second Quality

Allah continues:Surah Aali Imran 134
For those who have studied a bit of Arabic gr ammar ,ngdandigdoneslhthe fina

=N

oi l

Allah says that one of the qualities of the mutaqgeen is that they swallow theicangetentlyandregularly. Swallowing anger means controlling yourself as ifjthe
anger is not even there, just |ike when you swal | ow sdtevendhera mat showingis gllon e .

Abu Huraira narrates the Prophet (SAWS) said:

AThe strong person is not he who is able to physicallyesvangomeopeo|p!l e.

-Sahih Al Bukhari

Third Quality
Allah continues:

Aféand those who ipaardd oAl ltahhe Ipoevoepsl et he peopl e who excel |Jlin d
-Surah Aali Imran 134
All ah does not say fAghafireeno but dafeeno, meani ng thehpeople of tadwa, forgivetthofie n | vy

who treat them with injustice and do not hold any ill feelings about anyone in their hearts. One of the hardest tharigg¢drfdiigive those around you who yppu

feel do not deserve your forgiveness in the slightest. However, if we forgive them for the sake of Allah we would bedbgsidiah one of the Muhsineen,
the people who excel in doing good. You are not forgiving for their sake, but for your sake, so you can be part of tfeTpepye

=

Fourth Quality
Allah says:
AAnd those who, when they commit an i mmorality or wrong ttheesrs-aridwos (by
can forgive sins exceptAllah2 and do not knowingly continue their |[Isin.
-Surah Aali Imran 13
Allah here is talking about the mutageen doing any act of shamelessness. Whether it was a gaze that we hid or a dimewsidiifeiof the night or
Fajr prayer we missed. Everyone sins, including the believers and the pious. However, the thing that distinguishes enhdromitageryone else is that they fe-
member Allah immediately after committing the sin and sincerely ask for his forgiveness. The mutageen is someone whHadaasghofall back on the sanig
sin again.
Al l ah says fnand who can forgive sins except Al Il ah?0 Wtoweakid csircheadfo we
and only He can forgive. We need to find time to ask Allah for forgiveness. He is thé=bfgsting the Most Merciful.
Allah says:
ASay: "O my slaves who have transgressed against t he ms efAlab!ertaitdyyAllab o nmi t t
forgivesall sins. Truly, HeisOftF or gi vi ng, Most Merci ful o
-Surah Az Zumer 5
The reward is Garden in which Rivers Flow!
Allah continues:
AFor them, (the mutaqgeen) the reward is Forgiveness f r onwhichltheyishallstap rfld, a
foreveer What an excellent reward this is for the doers (who [|[Ho ri

Allah closes this set of ayaat with what the reward will be for the mutageen. As humans, we tend to do things onhsdneesseeof benefit or reward for our-
selves. So Allah here is presenting the best of any reward you can think of, Paradise. What is a greater reward titeyieBarasltpealities of the mutageen m
be hard to obtain and maintain, but the reward is definitely worth the entire struggle and effort. Always have thisigdalnd remember what you are working
for.

-Surah Aali Imran 1::ﬂ
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Backbone
By Tasnova Harun

AHe says, 00Oh you who believe, whoever o
Allah will bring forth a people He will love, and who will love Him, (who are) humble to-
wards the believers and power f ul (1" zzah

| have wanted to write this article since the very beginning of the semester. Yet every attempt | made to initiate $he pubces

ting my thoughts and emotions on a page, my hands would freeze up, my mind would go blank and all | could think was ; this is
too difficult. Trying to encompass everything | have contemplated, felt and gone through in the past almost 8 monthgegnto a p
impossible even appears to be a light word in that context. The difficulty does not lie in figurimgadutvant to say, but more

so onhow| should accurately express it. Every time | inch towards typing out the plethora of ways in which the MSA has influ-
enced me and gotten me into thinking constantly about my
what altered both externally and internally due to the knowledge | have gained from my peers and the numerous mentors who v
ited at various events we hosted this year, I 6m at a | os:

I was introduced to the Stony Brook Muslim Studentds Ass«¢
later that night. | was hesitant at first but then decided to go since | had nothing to really loose by meeting nevafadgis, Th
befriended some of the people who would later be my backbone and support for the rest of the year. By the end ofldfe night, |
with a feeling of exuberance which was nonexistent for the past few days, and the intention of returning. With time théycommu
became my safe haven. The constant, painful reminder of 1
with so many fascinatingly versatile people who are drawn together by their beliefs. My curiosity awakened and | became in-
trigued by the study of our deen and the actual reasoning behind our beliefs.

The topic which really got me itching to make a chaeofge w:
contemplation, search and finally the ultimate decision of donning the hijab, something inside me would always chuayh. At firs
was oblivious to what it may mean; always just presuming that it was their bravado just getting to me. One day, a fettnd was

ing a group of us about what drove her to convert and how the first few months had gone. Listening to how she had endured he
families constant rebuttal to her conversion and nhadv way
only brought her closer to her Deen and made her even more sure of our faith, made me realize exactly what was #gcking insid
me. A part of me wanted to take the next step, or at least some form of a step in trying to better myself as a Mutdimm. | sat

that day with someone who | consider dear, and laid out all that was spinning inside my mind, hoping for her help énfinding
answer. Her advice was one | wish to cherish for as long as | live, she told me that these feelings we have, to sty patthe r

and attempt to move forward, they are fleeting. Generally they will only last so long, and eventually get polluted whdvorry
thoughts of negativity and ultimately, die out. Thus, it is up to us whether we choose to act on them or wait for tremttoffad

our thoughts. After hearing this, | knew. | stil lhijawimsnodt
the near future. As | prayed later that night, for the first time my only request was for guidance. | just wanted tbitdodst

dence to face the fact that | was being a coward and the drive/ boost/ encouragement to do what | knew was right. My heart
wrenched as | realized | was terrified, not because of what others would think or how they would react, but more sd texause o
uncertainty of whether or nbtwas ready for this responsibility. | spoke to a few more reliable friends and came across the deci-
sion of beginning as soon as the winter break began.

Once the hijab was on, | could never think of life without it. The amount of peace and serenity | felt when walkingroyt with
hijab on can only be described as actually feelingdisAl | ah
few days poshijab with a heart full of gratitude, for every single thing in my life. Especially the people around me; admittin
myself that | was going somewhat astray, no matter how minute, before coming to Stony Brook was one of the hardest things tc
do. Yet once | accepted this/ my problem, | realized that | was beyond blessed to be in an environment where knowledge is so
accessible and the people here more than willing to share what they have experienced to increase your awarenesstaty current
of peace was reached initially because of the spark of curiosity these young men and women ignited in me.

Your companions mold who you are, we do encounter those who may not have our best wishes in mind, yet other times we ma
come across those who are striving for more from life, searching for the right path and reaching out their hands teshelp othe
along the way. When you come across people such as these,
attempt at bringing us back on the right path.
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Pencil
By Sr. Sam

Someone sent me this excerpfltie Pencibnce. | thought with finals and Ramadan coming this would perhaps inspire you. Today |
had an amazing experience with some of my brothers agoal si s

people. My brothers and | traveled on a very briefpbrat ard
time, they lent me a hand and pushed me forth. Alhamdulillah. This reminded me of the bigger journey of our Deen andydar jour
Al l ahdéds Divine Abode. Wedre here only for about 10dejeplear s

ousy, animosity and the need to relieve our tongues eftiadhing others, and our precious sleep for this amazing bliss?déwe
pire to be good and continuously surround ourselves with those who are good, then we can improve our state of Imaalymore easi

As human beings we are susceptible to falling into sin over the simplest of whispers. We hold ourselves so high inatbgasds to
that we tend to regard others feelings as trivial. In truth, Allah (azzawajal) has told us to keep from whispering/baadetsigur

1
|

I

brother and sister for this very reason, we eas.tbtelmysalf | i n
how dare | think my opinion or my judgment is betteWhaifwhat
in offending someone else, | disregard my Beloved? Hedwever
to forget a | ot that is why there are so0o many r emiewdethd i n
is why our Beloved Lord is so Merciful, Subhanallah (all praise is due to Allah), and we need to talk to Him.

I dondt tell you all/l t hknosving advisdr ® the MAubutlbetause | 1Byself antaawarstisisnenlm n a |

despise to be a hypocrite so | write to remind mysalthe hopes that my words leave a mark on at least one person, rimgef-
lah may the Most High reward every single one of us in our efforts to improve ourselves and in helping others. May Hea@illide u
Protect us from harm. Inshallah, all your finals go well and your summer is a Blessed Ramadan with your loved ones. Ameen.

~Sr.Sam, your sister in Islam.

A young boy was watching his grandmother write a letfdrone point, he asked: 'Are you writing a story about what we'veXtme
it a story about me?'His grandmother stopped writing her letter and said to her grandson: 'I'm writing about you, duttiafigre
important than the words is the pencil I'm using. | hope you will be like this pencil when you gromtnjgied, the boy loked at
the pencil. It didn't seem very special. 'But it's just like any other pencil I've ever Sdwat!depends on how you lookthings.

It has five qualities, which, if you manage to hang on to them, will make you a person who is always at peace with thgowdrid,
Muslim, InshaAllah (God willing).

First quality: You are capable of great things, but you must never forget that Allah is guiding your steps and He alesys apu+id
cording to His will. We call this Qadr (Predestiny) and we must show Shukr (Appreciation) and Sabr (Patience) with it.

Second quality: Now and then, | have to stop writing and use a sharpener. That makes the pencil suffer a little, bag,atterwar

much sharper. So you, too, must learn to bear certain pains and sorrows, because they will make you a better persore\®emember
the Prophet, peace be upon him, had to bear great pains and sorrows and he showed us the attitude to bear them with.

Third quality: The pencil always allows us to use an eraser to rub out any mistakes. This means that correcting sorditigragnwe
important thing; it helps to keep us on the road to success in the Hhereafter. That's the Rahma (Mercy) of Allah. Istighfar
(Repentance) is a door that Allah never closes, no matter what you may have done.

Fourth quality: What really matters in a pencil is not its wooden exterior, but the graphite inside. So, always paytatidrdiaa
happening inside you. Always strengthen your core, your spirit. This happens with not just practicing your five pilzokingut
deeper into the realm of Tasawwuf (Spirituality).

Finally, the pencil's fifth quality: It always leaves a mark. In just the same way, you should know that everything \ife ddllin

leave a mark, so try to be conscious of that in your every action. Make sure that mark you leave behind is one yoa eitlaroet

of seeing on the Day of Judgment when Allah replays our life in front of us and our beloved Rasul (Messenger of) Alllad, peace
upon him. 6

May Allah guide us all to His Deen (Faith) and the path of our beloved Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, AMEEN (Amen).
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NGod gave uUs memories t
Decembeo J.M. Barrie, Courage, 1922
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NThe future I s something w
of 60 minutes an hour, wha
C.S. Lewis



